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Rev. James Tramnor s
hard work saved
St. Mary's from ruin

By CAROL CHILD

Boacial o The Need Jourasl

WILMINGTON — 5t Mary's
Boman Catholic Church at Sicth
andd Pine celobrated jts 1Sth an
niversary on Nov 2 But, were il
not for the Rev. James B Tralnor,
whvo caume to Lhe parish 38 yoars

sgo. the church might not be
there at all

Trainor resurrected the
crumbling, second-oldest
church in the city, (St Mary's-51.
Patrick’s Roman Cathalic
Church form a combined
parish} consecrated In 1E5H by
St John Neumann, bishop of
Philadelphia, and restored a dis
integrating purish

Om June &, this man who was
ot actverse to wiekling hammer
and saw underwent triple-by
pass heart surgery. He came
through just fine until two days
later, when what the medical
profession terms “an incident,”
deprived him of oxypen,” said
Hill Kooser, president of 5t
Patrick’s Center. Since then he
has remained comatose, cared
for at the Little Sisters of the
Poor Nursing Home near Chris
tiana.

T]-“-!. were going to con
demn the church and tear it
down,” said Pat Zickgraf of
Wilmington, associnted with
church since childhood, and
now the cook, “But they did re
search and discoversd hiow old 1
was. That's when the church
was put on the National
Register of Historic Places.™

“Through Futher Trainor’s

leadership,” said Kooser, “he
gathered a group of parish-
topers and interested people to
work - painting, repairing bro-
ken windows. He worked right
alongside, fixing tollets, what-
oer

“The roctory bullding hed to

be torn down,” sald Kooser.
“The condition was so de-
plorable. The neat thing is he
mrmed it into a memorial gar-
den - in the footprint of the rec-
tory. There are garden walls,
gates and hundreds of plagues
b on the outside hack wall of
ihe church commemaorat ing
those whom parishioners desire
o e remembered.
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Church turns 145 - thanks to its

Tog Fepars S WILLIAM BRETIGER

After St. Mary's rectory was demolished, the Rev. James F. Trainor

the  prned the site inta a memorial garden, complete with a statue he

preduced using sn existing statue to make a mold.

“Pather Trainor did won
ders,” said Zickgral He went
from o carpenter to a priest. He
didn't Just stand by and watch
He did the work himself. He
climbed the roof and every-
thing. He worked with people
from all walks of Hfe He worked
with the poorest and the wealth:
jest. Mow you sit and hold his
hand and you don't know
whother he knows you're thore
or nol. He really touched o ot of

phe”

“His spirit was contaglous.”
sald Koossr “You wanted to par-
ticipate. Il you couldn't do some
things, he found things you
could do. He sald, ‘Follow and do
what I'm doing.” He never asked
voul 1o do what he wouldn't do
Hie lislt n.l.'t.l'.K]ft ol

“He was excesdingly Inclu

& v of 1'xr|'f|."hll'd‘l|l' His whale Life
wis that was He inchuded osvery
body in the community He
wanted everybody tobe a part of
Si. Mary's-St. Patrlek’s. It was
his intent: He was always there
with a hand out, not tArning
anyhody away

“He was a people person,”
Kooser went on, “He was
Broweht wp in a litter, He wanted
peophe around. He didn't want o
eat alope. He invited people to
his table. He made sure the door
was open, that you were in
clh

“He had a reputation as an
exceptional counselor. He re-
married couples who had di
yoroed. He would sit and talk o
people for hours, He spent many
evenings, talking, holding thelr
handa, resolving problems, even

The Fav, James F. Trainor has boen

The Rev. James Francis
Trainor

AGE: 69

FAMILY: Prrants: Thomas J
Traimor, policeman (deceased| and
Lowrss A Trainor (deceasad);
teothers: Jack (deceassd). Tom
Bill and Rayrmond; sister: Mar-
guarito (décoased)

POSITION: Pastor, 51 Mary's
&1 Patrick's Roman Cathoke
churchies ginca 1975

EXPERIENCE: Azcocats pasiof,
1. Thomas the Aposdis,
Wilmington, 1970-75; SL Mary
Retuge of Sinners, g
M., 1569-70; 5L John the
Batoved, Milltown, 1966-65; Holy
Spirit , Now Castie, 1964-66

BONORS; Served xs chaplain of
e U.S. Sonate, Jan, 25, 2001, &t
the imdtation of LA Sen. Jos

people who were not necessarily
members of the parish.”

Kooser, of Penny Hill, has
been & 5t Mary's-51. Patrick's
parighioner since the day 20
yoars ago when his wile at
tended S1. Mary's on a haoly diy
of obligation, becanse tho
church was near her workplaoe
She came home, said, “1've
fournd this grest gux He's really
got something to say He's nol
preachy, intellectual ™

“He's humorous,” said
Kooser “He relates to the sl
thon by telling m humorous story
about himsell. He was always

Bl
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1 turns 145 - thanks to lts pastor

“Father Tralnor did won
dors,” said Zickgral. He went
from a carpenter (0 o priest. He
didn't just stand by and watch
He did the work himsell. He
climbed the roof and every
thing. He worked with people
from all walks of life. He worked
with the poorest and the wealth
lest. Now you sit and hold his
hand and vou don't know
whether he knows you're there
or not. He really touchod a lot of

“His spirit was contagions.”
wabi] Koosesr “You wanted bo per-
ticipate. If you couldn't do some
things, he found things vou
could da. He said, ‘Follow and do
what I'm doing.’ He nover ashed
youl to do what he wouldn't do
Hee left mobody ouil,

“He was excoedingly inclu

Tro hpars 0w ol WILLESM R TIGER
Afler 51. Mary's rectory was demolished, the Rev. James F. Trainor
turned the site into & memorial garden, complete with a statue he
produced using an existing statue to make a mold.

sive of everybody His whale [ife
wis that wiy He included every-
body in the community He
wanted overybody to be a part of
51 Mary's-5t. Patrick’s. It was
his intent: He was always there
with a hand out, not turning
anybody away

“He was a people person,”
Kooser weni on. “He was
biougghit i in a litber: He wanbed
people around. He didn't want to
ent mlond. He Invited people to
his table. Ho made sware the door
was open, that you were in
cluded

“He had a reputation as an
exceptional eounselor. He re-
married couples who had di
vorcod. He would it and talk to
people for hours. He spent many
evenlngs, (alking. hodding thelr
hands, resolving problems, even

The Rev. James Francis

Traingr, p-niwrm Inamsed]
Lowise A. Tramor (decsasad);
broihars: Jeck |deceassed), Tom,
Bill and Raymond; srster; Mar-
Querie (deCesed)

POSITION: Pasion, S0 Mary's
St. Patrick’s Foman Catholic
churches since 1975

EXPERIENCE: f=zoclale pastor,
St. Thomas the Apoastie,
Wilminglon, 1970-75; 5t. Mary
Patuge of Seeers, Camibridge,
M, 1965-T0 51, John the
Belowad, Milcwn, 1966-69; Holy
Spirit , Now Castie, 1064-68

MONDRS: Sarved as chaplain of
the U5, Senale, Jan, 25, 2001, at
tha imtatian of LA San. Joa

people who were nol necessarily
members of the parish.”

Hooser, of Penny Hill, has
hewn & St Mary's-51. Patrick’s
piu'h.hn:nrr since the day 20
yenrs ago when his wife at
tended St Mary's on a holy day
of ohligation., because the
church was near her workiplace.
She came home, said, “]'ve
found this great guy. He's really
got something to say He's not
preachy intellectunl.”

*He's humorous,”™ sald
Kooser. “He relates o the situs
ton by telling a humorous story
about himsell. He was always
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C barme, lnrrwal Ny JENMIFER CORBETT
Thee Fev. James F. Tralnos has been 5L Mary's pasior for 28 years.

Begen, O-Ded. Errvigbonesd and
hosted the 5t Patrick’s Day Sod-
efy's Annual Cammunion Break-
tast a fund-raising event caisbras-
ing belicewrship and Irish culture
i benefiting local citizens,
since 1994,

EDUCATION: 51 Mary's Same
rary. Baltimors, complation of
saminary iraining); 51. Mary Col
lege, St Mary, Ky, (seminary train
ingl. 5t Joseph's College,
Phitadeiphila: 51. Charles Bor-
rormes Serminary, Philadelphia
grachaste of Roman Cathosc High
School, Philadeiphia. Ordained
May 16, 1964, at 5i. Peter's
Cathediral in Wilmington

INTERESTE: Gardining. trove!
ing -~ always in a group. Lini
inezs, tended his mother's gar-
den 2t her Penny Hill home

‘Father Jim' or just “Jim."~

Sinoe 1975, Trainor has been
the only priest of both churches
In Trainor's absence the Rev
D] Murphy his been brought
In fall thme as the administrator,
responsible for the Masses

“1 visit Father Trainor twice
o week.” sald Hooser “The sis
ters gel him up and dressed, ina
shirt and khakis. He turns and
[aces your direction. But no one
knows il he is aware. Except for
this, he is perfoctly healthy - his
lungs, his kKidneys, everything ™

Trainor turned 6% on
Wenlywsalny



