Friends share folk and fellowship

Full moon set
festival plans
into motion

By CAROL CHILD

Special 10 The News Journal

SMYRNA — Those who
find a Delaware Friends of
Folk session are in for a
really cool time, At the July
17 Caffee House session at
the Wesley College Under-
ground, the audience
relaxed in rows of plush
couches before a stage with
tie-dyed sheets draped on a
line as a backdrop while
singer/songwriter/
musicians got up to
perform before an open
mike.

According to its Web
site, “Delaware Friends of
Folk is a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to fur-
thering the cause of folk
music and folk musicians
in our area. We stage coffee
houses, concerts, and
monthly pick-ins where
peopleugalher to play to-

Lad

Tish Schuman, with
her husband Rick, per-
formed the opening and
closing songs and organ-
ized the July 17 event.

“The open-mike sessions
give you confidence, a place
to start performing with a
friendly audience accepting

Thia M Jourral GINGER WALL

Delaware Friends of Folk members Tish and Rick Schuman play at Pemberton's Cof-
fee and Candy in Smyrna. Tish says open-mike events have built up her confidence.

of every effort,” she said.
“When [ first started [ per-
formed all original songs so
no one would know if 1
missed a chord. Now I do
CcOVer versions, tog.”
Schuman, who has been
performing for about four
years, used to jam with her
son until he told her she
should perform publicly.
So she did, and that's
where she met her hus-
band, Rick. The couple cel-
ebrated their first anniver-
sary at the July Coffee
House event. The pair per-

formed at the Smyrna
Opera House Follies in
May, and they like to join
in the open-mike group
sessions at WT Smithers in
Dover and Acoustic Cir-
cles sponsored by Pember-
ton's Candy and Coffee in
Smyrna.

“We've had some really
nice performances since
we began our sessions five
or six months ago,” said
Melinda Fantozzi, owner
of Pemberton’s. “We had a
flute player last time, and
Lefty, who's 80 and owns

Lefty's Music here in town,
used to play with a country
group, so he comes and
joins in sometimes. You
don’t have to be a member
of Friends of Folk to play
We just thought it would be
a nice thing to do for
Smyrna.”

“At Smithers we have
an open mike, but no
mike,” said John Kidd,
Friends of Folk chairman
of the board. “People are
just sitting around in a cir-
cle or semicircle, joining
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IF YOU GO
Delmarva Folk
Festival

WHEN: 11 am.-11
p.m. Oct. 2;

WHERE: Downs
Chapel Road near
Hartly

INFORMATION:
Primitive camping will
be available Oct. 1
and/or Oct. 2 for $10
per site. The gate
opens at4 pm. Oct. 1
and 10 am. Oct 2 for
campers. If you da
camp, bring your in-
strument for a pick-in
around the campfire
after dark.

The Delaware Friends
of Folk will make
charitable contribu-
tions to area food
banks this year.
Please bring canned
goods with you.

For the performance
lineup and to pur-
chase tickets to the
Delmarva Folk Festival
or for a complete cal-
endar, location maps
and links to additional
folk venues, visit the
Delaware Friends of
Folk Web site,
www.delfolk.org.
CONTACT: Delmarva
Folk Festival chair-
woman Kae Johnson
at 736-5585,




ANSA NG EAREESSELAE WRAE e R LTI

AR,

Folk: Venues welcome fans, performers

FROM PAGE K1

in or supporting the performer
The music is mostly accoustic,
although some people like to be
plugged in. We have hlues,

FYI
Delaware Friends of
Folk Venues

Friends of Folk offers the
following sessions on
Saturdays each month. To
sign up to perform or to
confirm before you go,
check their Web site at
www.delfolk.org or call
Friends of Folk member Jan
Crumpley at 698-0775 for
more information.

SATURDAY, 1 PM.:

WT Smithers, 140 5. State
St., Dover: Celtic Session,
open mike

SEPT. 4, 1-4 PM.:

Pemberton's Coffee and
Candy, 1 North Main St.,
Smyrna; Accoustic Circles
sponsored by Pemberton's,
open-mike performances
by Friends of Folk members
and nonmembers.

THIRD SATURDAY, 7:30
p.m., dates as noted below:

Wesley College Under-
ground, College Center
basement, 120 M. State St.,
Dover: Friends of Folk Cof-
fee House, open mike.
(Enter either from Cecil or
Fulton streets; go down-
stairs. Signs are posted at
the corners.)

AUG. 21 - Singer/songwrit-
ers Margie Wegner from
Easton, Md., and Diana
Wagner from Salisbury, Md.
Wegner and Wagner will
perform original works and
cover versions

OCT. 23 - Folk Heroes:

3 Ton Band

NOV. 20 - To be announced

DEC. 18 - Open mike hosted
by Jim McGiffin and Kathy
Daoyle

FOURTH SATURDAY, 1 P.M.:
WT Smithers, 140 5. State
St., Dover: Aug. 28 - Pick-in,
open mike. (Session i5 oc-
casionally held in an open-
air park)

bluegrass, folk, jazz, Irish Celtic
and more.”

Mark vour calendar for Oct. 2
and the Delmarva Folk Festival
on Downs Chapel Road near
Hartly, from 11 am. to 11p.m.
The Philadelphia Jug Band and
the Orrin Star Duo headline the
event and David Bromberg will
be a special guest.

“The festival got started
about 10 years ago when there
was a full moon mid-October,”
saild Tish Schuman. “Someone
wanted to play music outdoors.
The next vear the organization
[Friends of Folk] got started and
has been going ever since.”

The student association at
Wesley College in Dover donates
its "Underground” student
union to the Friends of Folk
once a month. July 17 perform-

ances were outstanding, It was
hard to tell who was new at it.
Some sang time-tested folk
SONEs, some sang originals,
Some were funny and one, per-
formed by Delaware Bay water-
man Frank “Thumper"
Eicherly, made listeners weep
when Eicherly, just arrived on-
stage from his one-legged water-
man friend’s funeral earlier that
evening, sang a song he had
written the day before for the fu-
neral, “Roll Away:" “I watch my
[bait] pots roll away; now I waich
my friend roll aweay”

I y¥ou are Jooking to fire up
the guitar and join in or just
seeking to settle back and enjoy
good accoustic music and ami-
able companionship, the
Friends of Folk provide the ven-

nes.
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ANNIVERSARY CRUISE-A-DE
August 16 - August 20
We're giving away a $2,000 cruise each day!
One randomly selected card member wins e

CHAROUSEL LOUNGE INTERNATIO
Froe Live Entertainment Opens llam * Dai
Friday & Saturday * 9pm « lpm Friday & Saturday
DOO-WOP DE
Open Daily * 11:31

BUY ONE GET ON

DOO-WOP DELI - INTERNATIO
For new members only. Valid Au
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