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The Gatherina Place is iust that

Caorrection: Jackie Vinyard is on the left; Louise O’ Briant is on the right.
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The Gathering Place is

Jackie Vinyard's store is one of the stars

of the downtown Smyrna scene
CARGL CHILD
an&.:‘ihﬂtfmm i
- slop Rl‘:h. Teas,
in and chat with ie Win- Coffee &
yard at hering LOCATION: Com
mm Place, W
Loms el coffiees greset you et sy
Sm‘ﬂmr e rmuﬂ anyth INFORMATION: £55-3123
VT such as C o ROURS:
carvings, stalned glass, mdﬁfﬂm
wrought iron, hooks, music 10 arm.-4p.m. Sai.; and
lamiﬂr:prtnu of Historic 5:30-8 pum., Wed, for the
1 try to ssll things that you wmmm'
just can't get at Wal Mart amd
with uimost customer servion,™

sald Vinyard, She sells ftems
such as Tiger Balm and
Smyrna honey, and might hand
'muii e cﬂcmiu.

“1 wanled (o bern iwboul the
local
ooukd the news and keep

the memories alive. The cus-
inmers crate the warm trmos-
phern in my siore. They come
and gather and tell thelr stories
:hﬂh'r i;'hn stories of rnm- the
ay or what's bappening in
thelr worlds toduy " .
Linda MNoland has been a

customer sineo the store
in O

“The first and the best thing
T remeanber ks Jackie's geniiine
and welcoming smile, which
continnes,” Noland said. “1
fived on the shelves carrying
beautiful fresh herbs and

and here you ean buy them in

amolnt you want. She his

Interesting and unususl gift
itaims, oo

just that

306 3THE — K2 The ocdiies sold ot The Gathering Place Incluge stars, birdhouses and othr decorative oms.

Stére: That small-town charm

FROM PASE K1
“I am very appreciative of
her desire to build up the down-
towm area. She is involved in the
larger picture, not thinking only
of herself,” said Noland, a
S‘IHFILH native,
inyard, who based The
Gathering Place on stores her
mother and sister had owned in
Lewes (All About Herbs and The

Herb ), figured if she was
going to a business, she'd
batter got ived in the town.

A married mother of two, she

presides over the Smyrna tory

Downtown Merchants Associa-
tion, serves on the board of di-
reciors of the Smyrna Main
Street Association and is active
in Smyrna schools,

Born in Omaha, Neb,, Vin
vard lived in an Towa town simi
lar to Smyrna, She up in
Dover from age 6 moved to
Smyrna in 1988,

“1 was drawn to Smyrna
mainly because of the small-
town astimosphere, and the
Fourth of July Parades,” Vin-

vard sald.

“1 would visit on the Fourth
af July as a child and remember
the fun of the day’s festivities.
We would go and watch the pa-

asa social and eat
all day and then wait for the
darkness to come so that we
could watch the fireworks. [
watched the camaraderis of the
schools and knew that 1 wanted
to raise my family in the

schoals.™

loves what she calls
Smyrna's “basement dirt his-
ry” - slories that an or
once lived In the Tilghman
Building basement and that the
Underground Rallroad ran
' LW
“Thae of the closet on the
third floor of the Phillips Build-
doesn't meet up with the
back I;nl.l of the ing, agi
there is a space T
three men to :H m o
shoulder,” said Vinyard.
Or; that Smyrna
have ‘s hlood in them from
back in the days when Blackbird

Forest was Blackbeard Forest,

spnm illaged up and dmx
o up

Atlantic coast and hid in Black-

bird Creek from British naval

forces, where it's said he buried

treasure.

“Jackie's a real sparkplug,”
sald Ron Sayres, owner of
Sayres Jewelers and Gemolo-
gists, a downtown Smyrna busi-
ness fixture for generations.
“She is very energetic and al-
W has a promotion or some-
thing to keep things going.”

Sparking imagina this
m the Dec. 12 rt

building contest at Gin-
_gerbread Candyland, o be held
at the Smyrna Opera House
during Smyrna's fifth annual
Historle Candlelight Holiday
Walking Tour. Children and
adults wishing to enter can con-
tact Vinyard at The Gathering

* Place.

“We should offer festivities

may  {or the children, so that they will

have warm, fuzzy memorles

that will bring t

em back to

Graduated from
Daver High School in 1983
COMMUNITY SERVICE:
Serves on Smyma Elemen-
tary School parent advisory
board and works as a substi-
tute teacher; was a crossing
guard.

Smyrna when they get older,”
foresess Viny

“You know, the children are
our future as well, They will be-
come the doctors and nurses

and lawyers that will take care
of us when we areall older They
are our future historians.”




